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owner, too, like the collector, need not repeat the zakat; for
by paying it to a person whom he thought to be a lawful
beneficiary he has fulfilled his obligation. The Malikite
view is again similar. Moreover, according to the Mali-
kites, if a person disburses his zakat to a person who he
believes (zann) is not a beneficiary of the zakat, and later
it appears that he was a beneficiary, his obligation is dis-
charged; but the zakat payer becomes a sinner by having
paid his zakat to one believed to be the wrong person.1

SECTION IV

The Place of Intuition (Taharri) in the Discharge of the
Zakat Obligation2

When the zakat is disbursed directly by the zakat payer
himself, rather than by the state, the question whether or
not the obligation is discharged depends on whether the
person to whom the zakat was disbursed was a lawful bene-
ficiary of the zakat. If the zakat payer is in doubt as to this
last point, he may as a precaution resort to his intuition
(taharri) for determining it. In this connection the follow-
ing four cases are conceivable:

(i) The zakat payer gives the zokat to a person, without
at all doubting the latter's financial need, and without resort-
ing to the process of taharri, or asking some one about it.
In this case the zakat obligation is lawfully discharged
(ajscf) and the payer is rewarded by God for it, provided it
does not appear later that the person to whom the zakat was
given was rich. This is because the act of a Moslem is
construed to be valid until the contrary appears to have
been the case. Besides, the presumption is that the person

1 For the rules to determine the right person for disbursing the sakdt,
see infra, under Expenditure of Zakat Taxes.
;   *'Mabsiitt part x, p. 186; 'Alamkiriyyah, vol. v, p. 569.